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INTRODUCTION

In the Indian Knowledge System, ancient sages provided guidelines to sustain our society in any era. This is a
timeless legacy of the Indian Social system which provides us the guidelines to manage the values and provide a
sustainable approach to the society, constitutes a foundational framework for ethical living and sustainable
management in Vedic culture. They have described in various Sanskrit scriptures like Taittiriya Aranyaka,
Shatapath Brahmana, Shrimad Bhagvadgeeta and many other scriptures.

The Panch Mahayagya are assigned as a dusty to the householder and treated as an eminent part of the family
life.

Five Daily Sacrifices are as follows:
* Brahma Yadnya means: Study and teaching of the Vedas (Knowledge)

* Deva Yadnya means Offerings to the deities
* Pitru Yadnya means Offerings to the ancestors.
* Manushya Yadnya means providing Service to humans and guests.

* Bhuta Yadnya means Offerings to all living beings and the ecosystem.

When we study these daily rituals with actionable management principles - Knowledge Management (Brahma
Yagya), Eco-consciousness (Deva/Bhuta Yagya), Sustainable Resource Stewardship (Pitra Yagya), and
Corporate Social Responsibility (Manushya Yagya) we can see the alignment of these both concepts with each
other.

The Panch Mahayagya provides a blueprint for balancing economic development with ecological protection,
promoting "Servant Leadership," and ensuring that individuals act as stewards of nature, family, and society,
rather than merely consumers. Therefore, reintegrating Panch Mahayagya principles facilitates a holistic,
empathetic, and sustainable management style that preserves social cohesion and ecological balance, proving
its enduring relevance in contemporary society.

Significance of the Study:

This concept evolved in a Vedic period when marriage is the foundation of society. In the modern era the
concept of marriage is changing and some people are preferring to remain single. Few people are pursuing
Live-in-relationship.

Sometimes these societal patterns may cause or lead some problems but still even in the modern era this
concept of Mahayagya will be a guideline for the people who are following the new ideas of living.

Panchmahayagya is a tool to use for the upliftment and betterment of the society as well as nature. This research
attempts to provide sustainable solutions for Societal Management on the basis of ancient Indian Knowledge.

Keywords: Panch Mahayagya, Indian Management Ethos, Sustainable Development, Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR), Societal Values, Environmental Ethics.

Sustainability promotes balance between humans, nature and the divine. The major challenges to sustainability
are climate change impact, biodiversity loss, plastic and microplastic pollution, freshwater scarcity and
balancing short-term economic priorities with long-term environmental growth. All these issues are
interconnected. These need to be addressed with an integral approach otherwise it will undermine the public
health, cultural continuity and economic stability that will have a global impact on society negatively.

In India, values and norms played an important role in shaping the society. In Indian Philosophy, the word
Dharma itself explains its meaning. The word Dharma derived from the Sanskrit root Dhru ¢ means who holds
the society.

Dharma is the foundation of values, norms and ethics which shaped society.
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Dharma is called Dharma because it upholds all; it is Dharma that sustains all living beings. Therefore,
whatever has the capacity to uphold and sustain is called Dharma.

For centuries, Indian people have followed this legacy with pride and respect.

When there is a great need to sustain the society in the situation of chaos or when we want to prevent our
society from external forces, that is Dharma which upholds the society through its preaching of values and
norms.

Social values reflect how we relate to the community. Social values teach us to live not only our life as an
individual but also to take care of others through various feelings. They are as follows-

Empathy: Empathy is defined as understanding and sharing the feelings of another. People need to understand
who others are and accept who they are. Focusing on how we can grow together should be our main goal.

Respect: Respect is needed for all of us. This is what makes us human. Respect for everyone, despite our
differences, is essential for a successful society.

Love: Love helps us to acknowledge the similarities. We all share rather than differences in colour, religion, or
gender.

Loyalty: Loyalty is the value that binds us to a person, thing or feeling. It can help us build the strength needed
to resist something that could harm our community. (Vieyt, 2022)

Together, norms and values create a cultural framework that governs interactions, relationships, and even
governance and policymaking. (Adeel, Lodhi, Zafer,2025) Page 205

Norms, whether explicit or implicit, regulate societal behavior, while values form the core beliefs that influence
perceptions of morality, desirability, and societal goals. Norms determine actions, whereas values drive
motivation behind them.

Religious beliefs, with their profound influence on human consciousness, stand as pillars shaping the very
foundations of societal norms. This section delves into the intricate relationship between religion and cultural
values, offering a nuanced understanding of how diverse religious doctrines permeate the ethical, familial, and
interpersonal dimensions of societies. (Adeel, Lodhi, Zafer,2025) Page 209

India's cultural fabric is woven from various religious, historical, and regional threads, each contributing unique
beliefs and practices that shape societal behaviour. At the heart of this cultural influence are key elements such
as religion, family structures, gender roles, and regional customs. (Kumar 2019) Page 48

Culture is a multifaceted and dynamic phenomenon that encompasses the shared beliefs, practices, values,
norms, and artifacts of a group of people. It serves as the foundation for social interaction and identity, shaping
how individuals perceive the world and relate to one another.48

This rich tapestry of culture has a significant impact on social norms and values, shaping the behaviours,
attitudes, and expectations of its people.

At the core of Indian culture are its religious traditions, which play a crucial role in shaping social norms and
values. For instance, the concept of dharma, or duty, is central to Hindu philosophy and dictates individuals'
responsibilities toward family and society. This emphasis on duty fosters a sense of obligation and respect
within familial relationships, reinforcing traditional roles and expectations. (Kumar 2018) Page 49

The influence of culture on social norms and values in India is a complex interplay that shapes the behaviour
and identity of its people. The rich tapestry of cultural diversity—rooted in religion, family dynamics, gender
roles, and regional customs—plays a pivotal role in defining societal expectations and interactions.

Problem Identification:

While traditional norms continue to hold significant sway, the forces of globalization and modernization are
fostering an environment where individuals increasingly challenge and redefine these practices. As educational
access expands and civil society movements advocate for social justice, there is a growing dialogue between the
old and the new, allowing for progressive values to emerge alongside enduring traditions. This dynamic
interaction not only enriches the cultural landscape of India but also underscores the resilience and adaptability
of its society. Understanding the intricate relationship between culture and social norms is essential for
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appreciating the diverse identities within India and the ongoing transformations that shape its social fabric.
This evolution reflects the aspirations of individuals seeking to navigate their cultural identities in a rapidly
changing world, fostering a more inclusive and equitable society. (Kumar 2018) Page 54

Though India has an inspirational tradition of societal values, during this Globalized modern era, social values
and norms are getting diluted due to various reasons. It is a great need of time to preserve the societal values
that emerged in ancient India to revisit to provide the solution to beat the challenges.

Significance of the Research:

The study of societal norms and values is essential for understanding the intricacies of human behaviour,
interpersonal relationships, and the functioning of communities. Cultural diversity plays a pivotal role in
shaping these norms, leading to variations across different societies.

Global diffusion of Value means globalization extends beyond the exchange of goods and services to
encompass the dissemination of ideas, beliefs, and values. The global diffusion of values involves the spreading
of cultural and societal values from one region or community to another. Different societies may incorporate or
modify certain values from others, leading to an intricate interplay of traditional and global influences on
cultural norms.

As societies become more interlinked, conventional norms undergo challenges and transformations. The impact
of globalization on cultural norms may engender conflicts between traditional values and new, globally
influenced values.

Intervention:
After understanding the expectations from earlier scholars, this particular research is an attempt to explore the
importance of societal values for the wellbeing of the society through the lens of the Indian Knowledge System.

In India, ancient visionary sages provided us the guidelines to sustain the society and this guidance is timeless.
In every era these values will provide a concrete platform to sustain each and every aspect of the society. This
peculiar concept from Indian scriptures is called Panchmahayagya.

Societal values are criteria shared by the majority of a society in an ideal sense, all of which leads them to a
better society. Societal values regulate and organize daily life. Such values as honesty, helpfulness, and modesty
are some of these societal values. Societal Values are standards concerned with social aspects of human life. For
example, truth, honesty, justice, kindness, generosity, tolerance, patriotism, perfection, excellence, etc.
(Makandar, 2017) Page 599 The concept of Panchmahyagya fulfills all these criteria from centuries for the
survival of the society and uplift the quality of life of each and every individual. This concept not only cares
about the human beings but at the same time it provides a strong platform to care for nature and nature
elements. This ecological perspective shaped the mindset of Indian communities for centuries.

Introducing the concept of Panchmaygya to the younger generations in the society is the core purpose of this
research. Through this research, proposing and encouraging the Indian communities to perform the
Panchmahayagya with the new dimensions applicable to the modern Global world in the modern era is the
intervention of this research.

Objectives of the research:
1. To study the concept of Panchmahayagya from ancient scriptures.

2. To study the societal and Management Values
3. To connect these two approaches- ancient and modern values in the society

4. To provide sustainable solutions to the well -being of the society.

According to Vedic tradition, every married person (Grihasth) needs to pay the primary debts means Ul and
they are as follows-

3 YU Tt | qave: Fugee) Yt mgou s R 1
Ashvalayan Grihyasutra,3.3.4

1. aﬁ U - Deva Runa Debt to Gods/Cosmic Forces: Repaid through worship (Puja), rituals (Yagya), and
expressing gratitude to natural elements through Devayagya.

=g YT - Pitru Runa-Debt to Ancestors: Repaid by raising a family, continuing the lineage, and honouring
ancestors (shraddha) through Pirtuyagya.
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3. H{ BT - Debt to Nature and small creatures: Debt to nature, animals, and the environment, repaid through
protection and respect for all living beings through Bhoot yagya.

4. AFOTFBUT- Manushya Runa Debt to Humans: Debt to fellow humans, repaid through charity, hospitality, and
serving society.

5. 3YI 3BT - Rishi Runa (Debt to Sages/Teachers): Repaid by studying, practicing the knowledge received, and
passing it on to the next generation through Devyagya.

Fulfilling these debts is considered essential for personal liberation (Moksha) and a balanced, ethical existence
through Manushyayagya.

To fulfil these debts a concept of Panchmahayagya UHgTA2 emerged in the Vedic tradition.
A @ sl var ared s aw fewead 90T e o £uged T A SR T Tyt v afmsvae degerva sredd
TGAgMMMAqHATH |l

Taittiriya Brahman 6.3.10.5

As Taittireeya Brahman explained-

A Brahmin or an individual/twice-born] upon birth is born with a three-fold debt:
1. To the Rishis (sages), by leading a life of study and celibacy (Brahmacharya).

2. To the Devas (gods), by performing sacrifices (Yajna).

3. To the Pitris (ancestors), by generating offspring (Procreation).

g gt | AT ey It u g woa w - g e i v R

Shatpatha Brahman 11.5.6.7

Shatpatha Brahman explained the five yagyas and the Grihasth means married householder should perform
daily to satisfy his ancestors, Gods and His Gurus.

AT aiwe S ug@eoq @ gom g gat ey g @ Ysh g 1
Manusmriti 3.70

Brahmyagya means Study of the Veda

Pitruyagya menas- Offering water to the ancestors

Bhoot Yagya or Bali vaishwadeva- means offering food to all beings Manushyayagya -means respect to
the Human beings

Atithiyagya- Respect to the guest

The foundation of the Panchmayagya is nothing but the Family. The ritual or Samskar of Marriage is considered
as a pillar of the society. Brahmcharya, Gruhstha, Vanprastha and Sanyas are the four ashrams that existed in
ancient Indian society. Grihasthashram is one of the most important among these four as it provides stability to
the society.

U1 I I AAT T T FAT 41 QU TROYMITAAT T T | TSATT I

Manusmriti 3.77

Just as all living beings survive and sustain their existence by relying upon the air, so too do the four stages of
life—Brahmacharya, Grihastha, Vanaprastha, and Sannyasa—exist and find their sustenance solely through the
support of the householder.

Fafgd & FaTa icos F WA Rywye shays T ughs TaaTEwe TEH Manusmriti 367

A householder shall perform all domestic duties requiring the use of fire—such as cooking and the fortnightly
sacrificial rites—in the sacred fire kindled at the time of his marriage, strictly adhering to the prescribed rituals;
furthermore, he shall observe the five Yagyas including Homa and the worship of deities—and attend to the
daily preparation of meals.

After understanding the importance of Grihasthashram and the religious duties of the householder, now we will
focus on the Panmahyagya and its importance.
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Ashvalayan Grihysutra3.1.1-2
Ashvalayan Grihyusutra referred to the Taitireey Aranyak and established the importance of Panchmahayagya.

WA Tl AR W T WAk |
7w i o e dar g yaf s agour ai o o

Baudhayan Dharmsutra 2.6.4

The Panchmahayagya are daily spiritual duties intended to help householders to express his gratitude and
atonement for the five slaughterhouses' inevitable harm to micro-organisms in a home—the stove, grinding
stone, broom, pestle, and water pot. While using these accessories or tools knowingly or unknowingly Himsa
takes place. Through the Panchmahagya a householder shows his gratitude towards these tools.

WA T TEOUOT Joelt TAGUOR: |
AT Ao Ye TATT TOT ATET Il Manusmriti 368

In this research we can explore all the five yagyas one by one.

Brahmayagya-aid?
This is the sacrifice to the Supreme Reality and the Sages who preserved Vedic wisdom.

F0W0T a0 | £yg Tauls: ¥ sEqEAdTATId 8 9 qgw WERRE I o wagoud | arearg Pfoa aiaion e @
1107 A

¥ wAmTAgH | A Pfiwa i aion i @ ¢ grooa R
¥ yrguargh s | 7 o ffowva aiaion o @ o qroioa i)

Shatapath Brahman 11.5.3-6

This is called a Yagya in which the study of the Vedic literature is expected. During the Brahmcharyashram,
when the disciple is residing with his Guru for acquiring knowledge, revision and recitation takes place. But
after accepting the new responsibility as a householder one can get engaged with other priorities.

Many times it is a chance to forget the knowledge which a householder received during his educational
persuasion. The Indian knowledge system wisely plans this schedule of recalling knowledge everyday through
the Brahmayagya.

During this ritual a Grihastha is supposed to offer small offerings in Agni but at the same time he is bound to
pursue his knowledge as well for the lifetime.

This is an everyday act which no one should miss and it is treated as the Yagya.

When someone is performing brahmyagya daily without fail it is similar to offering Milk, curd, ghee to the God
Soma. This activity helps one to align his speech,mind, eyes and strength of mind with each other.

The Ritual of Brahmayagya ai T2 involves the daily study of scriptures, teaching knowledge to others, and

chanting the Savitru mantra means gayatri Mantra. This yagya is performed to repays the debt to sage Y,
for the gift of knowledge and ensures the preservation of cultural heritage.

Deva Yagya- LGpE
This is the sacrifice to the Celestial Beings Gods and Goddesses who govern natural elements like sun, rain, and
fire.

3 g¥E: OdTel AT PIkoTq dUYd dqg2° gHIE T || Baudhayana Dharmasutra 2.6.4 In Devyagya it is expected to
offer sacrificial sticks in the sacred fire-Agni accompanied by chanting of vedic verses..Taittireey Aranyak
(2.10)explained this in detail.

Devyagya maintains cosmic balance that is §5d and expresses thanks for the natural necessities provided to us.

During the course of time Devyagya gets less practised and it gets replaced by the daily Devpooja at home
where the idol worship takes place.
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This Yagya repays the debt to teh Gods SaBU

This is the sacrifice to the Ancestors to honour one's lineage and heritage.

By sitting facing South, preferably wearing a sacred thread over the right shoulder that is called TTTOT water
mixed with black sesame seeds offered to the ancestors. At this time the householder utters the names of all the
deceased ancestors in the family. Offering a small portion of daily cooked food to crows or cows also serves as

an offering to the ancestors. It acknowledges the debt to ancestors T::Ud Ul for our life and identity.
Bhuta Yagya or Bali Vaishvadeva Yd T2/ IEG %o%ﬁ

This is the sacrifice to All Living Beings, emphasizing compassion for animals, birds, and insects.
feeem oaugmoTATR- faufiAzm: Iyfauyw wFgoaT quag |

Yadnyavalkya Smriti 1.100

SIATI 2t g0 7 TURETAY gt ferm O IS faugere

forfere quriog guTirs TRWA: | 99 AoRd arart RiARsyaATE Rayaa 1l parashar Madhviya 1.42-43

Devyagya and Bhootyagya are compulsory for the householder to perform everyday. This Yagya is known as
Bali Vaishvadeva as well. It involves setting aside a portion of one's daily meal to feed cows, crows, dogs, or
ants before eating. It cultivates a sense of oneness and acknowledges that humans are part of a wider ecosystem,
not its masters.

This is called as in this yagya Offering to every God is given and food prepared for each and every deity to be
worshipped.

T ST : AT dodd T | o e g guiawfiaomy |
3y A ad g s fafem st Rageoa yom: | deat fad g kamm gl w R gk g ke amg 1

To those beings who roam in day time as well as at night seeking food, the servants of the Lord, | offer this
Bali desiring nourishment; may the Lord of Nourishment bestow strength upon me.

Qe § G /TG RN MATSG §e |9/ A oA Rexe Y|

Yadnyavalkya Smiti 1.103
Offerings for the welfare of all should be made in the front portion of the house, while offerings for the
ancestors should be made in the southern direction.

While dining, the householder must take care to ensure that no dust is stirred up; thereafter, he should offer food
to dogs, outcastes, those who have fallen from their caste status, individuals afflicted with leprosy or similar
diseases, crows, and various living creatures and insects.

While offering the food to ants, insects one should recite the salutation to these nature elements-3» foUdfaeI-

Hic-Uagedl T |

QEAMT FouquI T WHOU T | FWIIGAG § T GAY T O U 1| GIAWRGY T 9 AR TR qutfay | Rugea Ayt
figmaty ) wdd P oo v sAs Tl godt Jagih el we g EouoT & 0% 7 7l
TAUTTTRIRT UgoT ecl: j@LAT: | Matsya Puran 52.13-16

Matsay Puran suggested offering food to those creatures who lost their lives due to the small household
activities. For example, while sweeping in the house many small creatures lose their lives. When a lady in the
house is preparing food, some creatures get burned in the cooking fire. This is happening unknowingly as part
of day to day life but Indian sages educated us to offer gratitude to all these known unknown acts.

When a householder is performing Bali-Vaishvadeva he should offer the small portions of food to the various
deities, to herbal medicinal plants, to the deity of the house-Vastu Devata, to Khetrapal- a deity of the land, to
the deities like Indra, Varun, Yama and their community deities.
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While performing Bhootyagya, performers do not offer the food in the sacred fire. He can clean the land by
sprinkling some water on it and then place the portion of food on it. Then he pours some water on the given
food.

Manushya Yagya-80d T fradt @
This is the sacrifice to Humanity, focusing on selfless service and hospitality.

It is performed by welcoming and feeding guests giving alms to the needy, and It fulfills the debt to society
HJOT HUTand teaches the householder to be a contributor rather than just a consumer.

Respect to the guest is an important aspect here. Atithi means an unexpected guest who comes to home without
any prior intimation.

Tyt oo et : arqdomy | Rigveda 5.1.9

The Rigveda tells Agni to become the protector and friend of the one who extends hospitality to you with due
rites.

Who is called Atithi?
woy: g ae action LR - o | mAmoa Rofta : gomm aoar fifay: 8. ad | Manusmriti 3.102
He who lives for overnight and his visit is not pre decided or who is not pre invited by the householder.

Taittiriya Samhita says to offer the food to the atithi which is full of ghee and made by lot of Ghee. (5.2.2.4)
This shows nothing but the honor of the guest as the householder should serve him good quality and healthy
food.

Atithi is the person who has never been jealous towards the householder.
LIRS Aot yaii;-mm |

3/ da guTiIs TAPAT RIauga@® . IManusmriti 399

HPAT 03 T T YgS© AV |

AYES $Iq UG RS TITBG 1l Manusmriti 3.107

In the Manusmriti, Manu suggested the householder to perform Atithi yagya to respect the guest as per his
capacities. Though he has a small amount of food, water and other amenities at his residence, still he used to
consume it for the Atithi with kindness and humanitarian behaviour. If someone never performs Athithi yagya,
after his death he will straightly go to hell instead of Heaven.

How to welcome the guest is also mentioned in the ancient scriptures. Vayu Puran suggested to honor the Wise
and Noble persons in the society with great respect. These people are spreading their knowledge in the society
and educating societal communities without any expectations. Their noble work should get respect and this is
the main responsibility of the householder.

Vayu Puran said:
Paner £ Payrivr aves giudt gam | qomrg Rredftamned R m3q Fani | Vayu Puran 71.74

In the Baudhyan Dharmsutra 2.3.15-18 it is explained to welcome the guest who has wisdom and knowledge. If
the host is not able to provide food, shelter to everyone he at least provides the necessary things to the guest
who is famous in the society as a knowledgeable person.

The students, the sages, the visionary people in the society should get respect and the host should feed them
good food. But before offering the food to the

Atithi, the Householder should offer food to the family members. Who are they? If anyone has a pregnant
woman, young kids or any patient or ill person in the family they should get food to eat before offering it to the
guest.

gararet: FuRle Ao fyrvioa |
fifoeasy TaamEvISRfGTaRT Il Manusmriti 3.114
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When every guest should feed and complete his lunch, then only the host and his wife will take their meals.

As Vriddha Harit explained, to offer shelter to the person even if he is doing any bad things or he is belonging
to the community rejected by the society for various reasons.

One can provide good food to eat, a good bed to sleep, good water to drink to the guest. On the second day of
the arrival when the guest will leave the house, the host should go some distance with the guest to pay voyage to
him and wish him a safe journey.

AS the Mahabharat Said:
T T VAT Tl Gl 9 |
STaoIgUTRHTd | T2o: UyATG+T: Il Mahabharat Anushasan Parva 6.7

One should devote one's eye to the service of the guest; one should devote one's heart; one should utter
agreeable words; one should follow the guest when they depart and worship them. This is called the
Panchadakshin Sacrifice.

For a guest, the host's eyes, attention, mind, sweet speech, and the act of walking a short distance to see them
off constitute the five forms of honorary offering.

WA /£9Tgat a0 | SRTAEHT T TSN T g HeThg e SATaROF i $Uq am SAY [ 1 R |
Grihastha Ratnakar (Kane, Page 412)

While departing the guest from the house the host said to him to come back and give him an opportunity to
serve the guest as much as possible.

Why are all these Five responsibilities followed by the Host/Householder?

¥ gearseia | vaan F fvka aiaioq v @ @ o008 wRiEa e oo e gar S HRIAREYfAM: 11 Shatapath Brahman
4.8

He who performs the Brahmayagya, Gods will bestow sacred things, good food, security and long life to him.
His ancestors will enjoy the taste of Ghee and Honey.

DISCUSSION
T FIEMRTT I | STATRTY T 9 FALaion wRy Pupacmwaeryana reafv wid Pfegn o
T EEg A | A duvht goeht werish yarer =i oa G goYoT 87 OF 17 1 fd | FAUTSFTR Gge qeoto: @i I

Manusmriti 3.67-71
After discussing the various references from the ancient scriptures, this research will attempt to put forward the
importance of Panchmahaygya to sustain societal values.

In the Panch Mahayagya Human beings, natural elements are getting honour to establish the societal values.
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Offerings
10 parents and forefathors
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Why is the performance of the Panchmahygya necessary in the modern era?

As mentioned in the problem identification, a Vikasit Bharat needs to go back to its original roots to sustain
under the influence of the global structure of the society.

In modern society, social values are shifting from traditional, collective frameworks toward more

individualized, global, and technologically mediated norms. This transformation is driven by globalization,
urbanization, and the digital revolution.

Vikasit Bharat is facing many challenges in the current scenario. They are as follows-
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« Individualism vs. Collectivism is a prominent trend toward individual autonomy and personal fulfilment.
Modern values increasingly prioritize individual rights and self-expression over communal or extended
family obligations.

e Survival to Self-Expression: Global transition from survival values focused on economic and physical
security to self-expression values which prioritize quality of life and individual choice.

« Secularism and Rationality: Traditional religious and ritualistic values are frequently being supplemented
or replaced by rationality.

« Digital Communication: Technology has enabled instant global connectivity, but it has also led to a
decrease in face-to-face interaction, sometimes contributing to social isolation.

e Rise of Consumerism: Modern society is increasingly characterized by a consumerist mindset, where
success and status are often tied to material wealth and luxurious lifestyles.

To find the answers and the solutions to overcome these challenges and manage societal well-being, we need to
go back to our roots and we definitely find the key points and guidance.

FINDINGS
By referring the verse -3f YU T | qaq: f\tl'c[q?"f Ws::?f Hﬂf)ﬂ‘clze:?f afg2 f3d Nl Ashvalayan Grihyasutra,3.3.

The idea behind the Panchmahayagya is nothing but the Management structure of societal wellbeing.

1. Devyagya-Remembering the deities and natural elements is one of the humble practices for showing
gratitude. In our daily life many times we miss this thought. One can offer the daily worship to the deities to
pay homage to them.

In the modern scenario-

It is not necessary to perform the daily idol worship at home. Someone can provide charity to the temples in the
society. Temples are not only treated as the residence of any deity but it is a social place that provides security
and offers opportunities for social gatherings. Many believers of Gods come to gather in the premises of the
temple and they celebrate various social and cultural festivals. To organize these events, the Temple authority
needs funds. One can participate in the gatherings and serve there as well.

2. Pitruyagya-Remembering our ancestors is another important aspect of life. While enjoying all the worldly
pleasure we never forget our ancestors who have created the foundation of our life. They provided us with a
sustainable family structure where we nurtured.

In the modern scenario-

We should recall and revisit our family tree. We should respect our lineage and honour our family by
remembering our ancestors. Their values, norms and Samskar provided foundation as well as meaning to our
lives. We should remember our ancestors to convey our family pride to the younger generations.

3. Bhootyagya- Taking care of our natural surroundings is a major concern in the modern era, AS in the
process of urbanization we are losing our ecological legacy and natural resources.

In the modern scenario-

One should step out to care and protect nature. There are various animal shelters that are in need of support and
funds to provide a quality of life to the stray animals. One can provide them the support as per his own
capacities. We can participate in the activities conducted by the shelters or we can raise the donations for them.
We can adopt the stray animal and provide him a loving home and care.

4. Manushya yagya / Atithi yagya- In this busy and hectic life pattern, people are becoming self -centric.
Families are not connected with each other and they are paying more attention to their own priorities.

In the modern scenario-

Whether it is acceptable considering the busy lifestyle, one should think about the needy people in the society
and provide them shelter or food as per their capacities. It is not expected to invite each and every individual to
our residence but we can make charity to provide food and shelter for the orphans or the old age people who
need our support. There are many Institutions running their activities to provide a good quality of survival for
the needy people. We can provide them support in this regard.
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Social values like co-operation, tolerance, respect for seniors, etc. tend to improve social ties or relations. Social
Values like co-operation, patriotism, and tolerance can help to mitigate the differences between the regions,
states and countries. These three values, if practised, will promote social development of the nations.

5. Brahmayagya marked the responsibility to make studies regularly. During the course of time the pattern of
education has changed and is widely acceptable across the globe. Each and every person in the society apart
from the gender, should revisit his knowledge daily for the upgradation.

Values of perfection and excellence enable people to develop new methods, processes and techniques. As a
result, new and better products and services become available in the market. This ultimately led to raising the
standard of living.

In the modern scenario-

In the era of Artificial Intelligence the strength and ability of the Human Brain is endangered. Through
practicing daily Svadhyaya- Self-study one can update and upgrade himself to sustain in this challenging
situation in the current scenario.

Practising and brushing up our human abilities are very essential for the upcoming generations. Nowadays we
are experiencing a great change in the family structure.

Panchmahayagya is the key responsibility of the householder and his wife respectively. People in the society
are choosing various patterns to live with each other but they can also provide support to sustain the society
through various great deeds explained in the concept of Panchmayagya.

CONCLUSION

Sustainability focuses on creating a prosperous society / world with the main aim of establishing peace and
harmony between and within countries. Environmental, Economic, Social and Human are the four pillars of
Sustainability which should support meeting needs of the present without compromising the needs of future
generations. There is a need to address sustainability challenges with integrated solutions.

The Ancient Indian Concept of Panchmahayagya provides us the answers to overcome the challenges of
Societal management. When societal management values like kindness, empathy, oneness, good governance get
endangered the Panchmahayagya will provide a sustainable and timeless platform to survival of the Society and
Ecology. It is nothing but upgradation of the quality of life of an individual, family, society and ultimately the
nation.

The ancient wisdom aligns with today’s global priorities and the direct connection can be seen with modern
sustainability practices viz. SDG - Sustainable Development Goal adopted by all UN Members State in 2015.
The related SDGs with Panch Mahayagya are as follows:

« Dev Yajna - SDG 13 (Climate and Action), SDG 15 (Life on Land)

« PitruYajna - SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities)

e Bhuta Yajna - SDG 14 (Life Below Water) and , SDG 15 (Life on Land)

e Manushya Yajna - SDG 1 (No Poverty), SDG 2(Zero Hunger), and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities)
« Brahma Yajna- SDG 4 (Quality Education)

This connection shows how Vedic duties anticipated principles of sustainability thousands of years before the
SDGs, thus emphasizing its timeless relevance.

Panch Mahayajna provides a holistic framework exactly as per the need of modern sustainability with integrated
dimensions viz. spiritual, ecological, social and intellectual. This timeless legacy proves that sustainability is not
just a modern invention. It is a deeply rooted cultural and ethical responsibility.
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